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Commutation is a frequently-used legal reward measure. It could reduce the 
original sentences of well-behaved prisoners. Commutation system is an important 
mechanism of enforcing the modification penalty system. Commutation system plays 
a significant role in engaging prisoners to actively transform themselves, relieving the 
regulatory pressure of prisons, keeping order in prison management and avoiding 
severe punishment. However, along with the deepening process of legalization and the 
improvement of people's legal consciousness, commutation system has exposed 
problems. The problems include reducing penalty too quickly, commutation excessive 
under concerns of the whole society. Moreover, some have promoted to abolish 
commutation system. Based on the disadvantages of the system, abatement from 
penalty should be suitably restricted in practice. However, to abolish it runs to another 
extreme. We should realize that commutation system places emphasis on engaging 
and guiding prisoners to acknowledge their guilt and to transform themselves 
positively. On the other hand, parole system places emphasis on helping prisoners 
return to society with no barriers. These two systems are irreplaceable in their specific 
fields. They could be connected to each other and functional complement each other. 
Therefore, the future of commutation system is to maximize strengths while 
minimizing weaknesses in harmony with the parole system rather than extinct. 
The dissertation has four chapters.  
Chapter one: ‘the confusion in practice’. Through analyzing all previous revision 
of commutation rules, problems including non-scientific settings of commutation 
system and non-unified standards in different places still exist. Also, problems include 
generalization of commutation against the depolarization, application of reducing 
punishment lacks follow-up restriction system and to weight commutation over parole 
system.  
Chapter two: ‘stones from other hill’. The dissertation points out that Chinese 
commutation system transplanted from Western countries. Therefore, the advantages 
of commutation system in advanced Western countries, such as France, Italy, United 
Kingdom, United States and others are worth learning.  















restricting commutation through quantifying commutation range, establishing 
commutation-canceling system, and decreasing commutation while raising feasibility 
of parole from theory and experiment angles.  
Chapter four: ‘The way to the highest’. Though raising and analyzing problems 
above, this chapter tries to discuss and construct a restricting commutation system. 
Firstly, through setting up quantification normalization, the system requires 
decreasing computation ranges. Secondly, we could establish commutation-canceling 
system in order to non-suitable commutation. Lastly, measure of widening application 
could decrease the amount of commutation. 
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